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Between June 19 – 22, 2006 more than two dozen scientists, scholars, indigenous environmental professionals, and American Indian students met at Haskell Indian Nations University as part of the NSF funded Center for the Remote Sensing of Ice Sheets’ (CReSIS) first symposium on “The Impact of Climate Change on Indigenous Peoples.”   What emerged out of this intense and exciting three and one-half day symposium was the recognition that the rapid warming of our planet’s atmosphere will challenge all of humankind, especially tribal people with of their deep connectedness to the places they call home, to make important decisions about how they will live well and in a sustainable manner on this planet.  Because of the importance of these decisions and our recognition that the lifeways of indigenous people hold tremendous lessons for all of humankind to consider as we collectively think about our future, we have formed the American Indian and Alaska Native Climate Change (Global Warming?) Working Group to take immediate steps to ensure tribal Peoples will have the expertise within their own communities to make good decisions.  The “Working Group” has several goals.  Preeminent among these goals are the commitments to:

· Prepare future generations of AI/AN geoscience professionals, educators, and a geoscience literate AI/AN workforce;

· Ensure that our indigenous tribal knowledges of landscapes and climates are valued, used and incorporated into our tribal exercise of geoscience education and research; 

· Establish a collaborative effort between federal agencies, tribes and tribal colleges in order to make sure geoscience education and research opportunities for American Indians and Alaska Natives are integrated and coordinated; and, finally to,

· Advance all of the above in our own “backyard” using the latest information technologies – in communities and on Native lands - so that all of our relatives or relations may benefit from the establishment of a web-based clearinghouse for accurate information and knowledge about the impact of global warming on indigenous lifeways.


Lifeways in our estimation are the central issue.  Tribal lifeways are not abstractions nor merely romantic reveries about days long past, but practical affairs that remained steeped in our cultures, languages, ceremonies – customs, habits and activities that were, and in many cases remain, emergent from the landscapes that gave birth to our Peoples.  The “Working Group” is not a “special” or “select” group, but a body of individuals committed to seeing the linkages between tribes, TCUs, federal agencies and NGOs strengthened.  Consequently, the Working Group is open to all who share our commitment.  In the next year we will work to publicize our vision, mission, goals and objectives.  As we do so, we will seek working partnerships that will allow us to begin meeting our goals - in education, research, planning and assessment.  We believe the work will be hard, but the choices we make today are important for all of our Relatives.  The time has come for us to play to our strengths as “big picture” or wholistic and, most importantly, Indigenous Thinkers. 

