Given by Dr. Warner

Why commemorate 125 years at Haskell?

Why a commemoration and not a celebration?

As you reflect on these questions, I would like you to consider our relationship to the history of this institution. As you well know, Haskell, like many boarding schools in the 19th century, was designed to take Indian children away from their homes (sometimes for years) and turn them into working-class Americans. Then, educators considered indigenous languages, beliefs, and practices to be backward and primitive. They considered tribal life to be an obstacle to full citizenship for Indian children and an obstacle for safe expansion to the American West. 

Tribes and tribal people struggled with the legacy of this kind of education for decades. But from this struggle emerged something the early educators did not anticipate: indigenous people who used their education in the service of tribal life. Many indigenous people used their new found knowledge of reading, writing, and the arts (including Haskell alumni) not to assimilate to American life – but to strengthen their tribal communities. Tribal leaders, artists and writers– used the knowledge gained from Indian boarding schools to help tribal communities and nations stay strong and vital.

In 2009, Haskell Indian Nations University continues this movement that was born in the struggles for indigenous social justice. 

In 2009, we strive to incorporate Accountability, Respect, Cooperation, and Honesty in our daily lives.
I invite you to continue your reflection on Haskell’s history throughout the year as we commemorate our past and celebrate our future.

Onward Haskell
